
Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

APRIL
Wednesday, 
April 8, 2015

Chit-Chat: 5:30 • Dinner: 6:30
Meeting/Guest Speaker: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

On  March 21 we met at the Salt River for our FF 303 Streamside, where we  paired up 
experienced anglers with those newish to the sport. It was tough fishing for all—the 
Sonoran suckers that had been actively taking flies for the last several weeks appar-
ently went into full on spawn mode and got lockjaw, and low flows apparently shut 
down the remaining trout. (I could come up with more excuses, if needed!) Still two 
highlights stand out—Firstly, Ryan (of the father and son team of Steve and Ryan) 
landed the only fish of the outing—a small bass, but a fish none the less! Secondly, 
Dick Brooks and Dave Weaver did a great job on the grill flipping burgers. Thanks to 

Tom Horvath who, though unable to attend, tied 30 flies for the group, including the one Ryan used 
to land his fish.
   You absolutely, positively have to attend the April DFC meeting on April 8. Why? Because we are 
going to have nationally knows fly fishing personality SKIP MORRIS as our speaker.  And if that would 
not be enough, Dave Weaver has produced a special raffle rod—another 7 pc. nine foot 5 weight with 
a custom cork grip. And, we’re going to beef up our normal raffle with some cool stuff. What? Still not 
enough? Well, April is also when we will pull the name for the membership rod—a custom made St. 
Croix 9 foot 5 weight. You don’t have to there to win, but why take a chance?
     For April, we have two trips planned—Becker Lake the weekend of April 10-12, and for the adven-
turous a trip to New Mexico for Tiger Muskies April 30-May 3. Stop by the welcome table at the April 
meeting to get more details on these trips.  I also encourage you to sign up for the trips planned to the 
Mogollon rim in May, the White Mountains in June, and Durango, Colorado in July.
     Although I had a slow start to my fishing year (did not even buy my license until February) I’ve now 
made it out twice to Canyon lake (caught bass both times!), had a long weekend down to Rocky Point,  
and I’m heading out this weekend to fish a top secret local pond that allegedly has grass carp that will 
come up for a dry fly.  It’s a good time of year to be a fly fisherman in Arizona!

   Tight Lines, keep your powder dry, and zip up your tent door at night. Those mice are sneaky. 
Very sneaky.  
Joe
Questions? Comments? ...Catch me at: joestaller@yahoo.com...or... joseph.staller@freescale.com

President's Drift                                                                                            Joe Staller  • April 2015

Catch all  of us DFC TROUT BUMS...We talk fish, we fish an'  fish an'  talk fish while enjoying the out- of- doors in Arizona!

APRIL  DFC CLUB MEETING...
Skip Morris is among the most prolific fly-fishing 
and fly-tying authors alive—his name is known to 
anglers around the world. Fly tying and fly fishing 
are equal parts fun, art, information, and fascina-
tion...Come join, Skip, and all of us DFC Trout 
Bums on the 8th of April.

O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

APRIL 2015

As a courtesy to all of us DFC Trout Bums, HELP...
Please, we need to get a little more clarity on attendees for the Durango Colorado 

outing now that the date has been finalized. (July 23-26)  I’d like to get some 
preliminary hotel reservations in the next few weeks. 

Get with me...Catch me, Joe Staller, at: joestaller@yahoo.com  or: 602-568-9431
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To advance the sport of fly 
fishing in Arizona through 
education, conservation 
and community outreach 
efforts by: 
• Providing Education 
classes and clinics on fly 
fishing, fly casting, fly 
tying, rod  building and 
other associated skills

• Committing to conserve, 
restore, and enhance local 
and regional fisheries

• Making fishing 
approachable, enjoyable 
and safe in family friendly 
environment

• Promoting responsible 
angling practices

DFC MISSION STATEMENT

Those of you who were interested and patient 
enough to dig through my last exposition on 
furled leaders are probably looking for the de-
lete button on the keyboard right now.   Please 
have some patience and forbearance.  This time 
I am going to make it simple, or at least simpler.
       My brother in Houston introduced these to 
me two years ago while we were planning an ex-
tended  fishing trip in Alaska.  Somehow I never 
seemed to have the time to get around to doing it.  
I was also somewhat intimidated by the process 
until my fishing buddy Grant made one right in 
front of me in about five minutes recently while 
we were loading up for a fishing trip.  I figured if 
HE could do it I probably could too.
      Hand furled leaders are really easy to make 
and are a blast to cast.  They are resistant to wind 
knots (even with my casting stroke), lay out the 
fly perfectly and are very strong and durable. 
Since they are made from monofilament from a 
plain old spool of line they are also very inex-
pensive compared to store bought tapered lead-
ers.  I know that there are some of you out there 
that at least try to keep costs down, some to the 
point that they are often called "cheap bastards".  
You know who you are.
     OK, let's get started.  I have made these lead-
ers with 4#, 6#, 10#, and 20# test line and have 
found that if you get above ten pound test the 
line gets unruly and it is difficult to keep the 
twist in it during the process.   I would suggest 
first peeling off about 18 to 20 feet of six pound 
test line and stretching it to take any curl memo-
ry out of it.  That being done, double the line and 

grab the doubled end between your thumb and 
index finger and start spinning the line through 
your fingers.  It is important to keep the tag ends 
of the line separate from each other since they 
are spinning while you are twisting the line. Just 
spin it slowly with one hand and gently pull the 
line out of the other hand until you get to the 
end of the tag ends.   You will lose some length 
in the overall leader due to the line wrapping 
around itself.   Now take the tag end and fold it 
back over the line you just finished.   Folding it 
back about a third of the distance of the total 
length will come out about right.   Now do the 
same thing all over again with the two lines and 
twist them together just as you did the first time.  
Eventually you will run out of line.  Tie a double 
surgeons knot here and trim the tag ends and 
your leader is complete.  You will have a doubled 
main body of the leader and a smaller diameter 
leader at the end.  Tie whatever length on tippet 
you would like to the loop on the small end and 
you are ready to go.  
       I have been using one of these leaders while 
fishing for carp in the canals and I have found 
them to be extremely strong.   My carp leader 
was made with six pound test line and has yet 
to break while landing carp weighing in at at 
least eight pounds.   There are several videos on 
UTUBE that will demonstrate what I have just 
discussed or feel free to email me or call me with 
any questions about how to do it.
ENJOY YOUR NEW FOUND "INEXPEN-
SIVE" LEADERS.
Catch me, Dick Brooks at: gdubby77@gmail.com

Egadz, not another furled leader article...
by Dick Brooks

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE FOR 2015
Dave Weaver custom built St. Croix 4 piece, 9 foot, 4 weight.  Dave is using a top of the line St. 

Croix SCv blank for this build. If you were at the December meeting, you saw that Dave has 
turned a custom cork handle for it, and the rod has lots of cool touches. YOU WANT THIS ROD!! 

We will hold the rod raffle at our April 2015 meeting. 
Here are the rules for the rod raffle: 

2015 Membership Drive 
Annual Memberships--$35

Early Bird Special--Receive Two-Raffle Tickets:
If you pay at the Dec club meeting, or by mail before Dec 31

Receive One-Raffle Ticket: If you pay after Jan 1st, but before the April club meeting. Pay-
ments made by mail must be received by the date of the meeting. 

Lifetime Memberships--$350
Early Bird Special--Receive Ten-Raffle Tickets: Pay by December 31

Receive Five-Raffle Tickets: If you pay after Jan 1st, but before the April club meeting. 
Existing lifetime Members:

You can still participate in the annual membership raffle by purchasing a single ticket for 
$10—limit one ticket per membership.

Questions??  >Catch Joe Staller at: joestaller@yahoo.com  or  joseph.staller@freescale.com

ONE
LAST 

CHANCE!!



Spring time fishing calendars fill rapidly.  
My problem, not enough time to do all of 
the quality trips that are available.  I would 
like to propose the outline of an outing for 
your consideration and comment.  Bluewa-
ter Lake State Park has a good population 
of Tiger Muskie in the 28-32 inch class, and 
fish in the 40 inch class are not uncommon.  
The state record is just over 50 inches.  I have 
found that these fish are more willing to play 
during a full or a new moon cycle.  Dates that 
I am looking at would be April 17-20 and 
May 1-4.  The May date would be my pre-
ferred time (full moon, later, warmer days).
Some good things about Bluewater Lake:  
  Camping, you can park a motorhome lake-
side.  They also have a campground on top of 
the hill over looking the lake.  I have looked 
into a rental motorhome and a large one 
that would sleep 7 would be affordable, and 
comfortable for 4.  Cabins are available just 
outside of the State Park, and regular motel 
rooms are available in Grants, NM 12 miles 
away.
  Tumbleweed Fly and Tackle opened last 
Spring and is a real asset to the Lake.  David 
and Nate, brothers and owners of the shop 
like to fly fish the lake and have fly fishing 
gear as well as conventional lures.  Check out 
their face book page it gives weather and 
fishing reports.  (Just Google Tumble Weed 
Fly and Tackle Prewitt, NM)
  Lots of fishable shore line, I have fished it 
with my Pontoon boat, and if you want to 
increase your Muskie learning curve, guide 

service is available.  $400 2 fishers full day, 
$375 2 fishers AM or PM half day.  Sunrise 
and Sunset are great times to be on a Muskie 
lake.  I would be interested in doing a half 
day one morning and and half day from 
noon to sun set the next day.
Required Gear:  10 wt fly rod, yes you could 
sneak by with a strong 8 or 9 weight and your 
12 wt would also work, but the preferred rod 
is a 10 wt.  I use an intermediate clear sink 
line for most of my Muskie fishing, a floating 
line would be good to have, and a 300-400 
grain sink line would be good to have also.  
Early Spring the Muskie like smaller bites so 
your 5-7 inch flies tied on 3/0 hooks would 
be good enough.  The locals were using 12-
14 inch flies before ice up this winter.  White 
and sucker color flies have been good to me.  
60# fluorocarbon is my bite tippet of choice.  
A XXX large fishing net with fish friendly net-
ting would be good plus extra long forceps, 
pliers, and a small bolt cutter for removing 
hooks.
  Not everyone is geared up for Muskie fish-
ing, I see this trip as a bonus trip.  The lake 
is large enough for several people to fish. I 
could see several groups where each group 
makes it’s own arrangements.
Looking forward to your response, interest, 
and availability.
Vince

Dear Gypsies, 
Muskie Fly Fishermen 
& Friends....

Come Muskie Fish with Vince Deadmond • Bluewater Lake- New Mexico

Interested parties must directly contact Vince Deadmond at: vddeadmond@msn.com | or | 480.982.7461

{Note: This is not a Sanctioned DFC Outing.}

DFC Beginning Fly Tying
Location: Gilbert’s Southeast Regional Library 
                  (near Riparian Preserve at Water Ranch)
Date: April 21, 23 and 28, 30
Time: 6:30pm-8:30pm
Cost: Free Class Series
Eligibility: DFC members only
Notes: Material provided by DFC. Tools Kits are available for loan, 
              but require a $40 returnable deposit.

Additional notes
from...
Gentry Smith,
DFC Outings & Programs
Chairman

Got Questions??
Catch me at:
design@gentrysmith.com
...or: 480-213-0372
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The Arizona Game and Fish Department and the Arizona Trout Unlimited Council in-
vite you to participate in the 6th Annual Native and Wild Trout Conference on April 
23rd from 9:00a.m. to 4:30p.m. at the Arizona Game and Fish Department Head-
quarters, 5000 W. Carefree Highway, Phoenix, Arizona. 
  Over 300 individuals involved in native and wild trout recovery and conservation in 
Arizona and New Mexico have been extended this invitation. The conference is for 
interested parties (AZ Game and Fish, US Fish and Wildlife, US Forest Service, Arizona 
Flycasters, Desert Fly Casters, Trout Unlimited, and other organizations from Arizona 
and New Mexico) to meet, network, develop and promote future plans for native and 
wild coldwater species.
   After another very successful event in April 2014, which gathered over 105 individu-
als from over 35 organizations, this conference has again many wide-ranging issues 
and presenters.  In addition to a welcome from AZGFD Commissioner Kurt Davis, pre-
sentations will include the Four Forest Restoration Initiative (4FRI) Plan, Restoration of 
Arizona Forest and Watersheds, Wild Trout Management in Arizona, Apache and Gila 
Trout Recovery Plans Progress, Lees Ferry/Comprehensive Fish Management Plan, 
Trout Unlimited’s Southwest Native Trout Initiative and many more.  
Information and topics on this year’s conference, registration, and prior year confer-
ence presentations can be found at www.az-tu.org.  Registrations must be completed 
by April 20th for this free event.
Questions?? Catch me, Joe Miller at: jam@prairietriz.com

Meet, network, 
develop and 
promote future 
plans for 
native and 
wild coldwater 
species...
6th Annual Native 
and Wild Trout 
Conference

Thursday, 
April 23, 2015 
9:00a.m. - 4:30p.m

Becker Lake Outing   •  April  10-12, 2015
Our April outing will coincide with the WMLF “Becker Best” day on Saturday, April 11, which 
includes a raffle, free lunch, and fishing at a trophy trout lake. Members can stay at their private 
cabins, camp at local campgrounds, or more conveniently, stay at the Rode Inn in Springerville. 
Address: 242 E Main St, Springerville, AZ 85938 Phone:(928) 333-4365
Besides Becker Lake, attendees may want to check out Sunrise, Big Lake, Crescent, Carnero or 
other lakes. There are also several small streams near-by, both on and off the reservation.
Bring your typical trout lake gear—3-6 weight rods, floating and sinking lines, strike indicators, 
float tubes/pontoon boats etc.
Useful flies will include Simi-seal leeches, midges, hoppers, eggs, and callibaetis initations. 
(Parachute Adams, pheasant tails, hares ears.)
For additional information, please contact Joe Staller at joestaller@yahoo.com

Arizona Flycasters presents:
Skip Morris: Making Nymph Fishing Work
Date: Thursday, April 9th, 2015
Time: 7:00
Location: Sunnyslope Community Center, 802 
East Vogel Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85022
This event is open to the public.

ALSO!! As an added bonus, Skip will make a spe-
cial guest appearance at the White Mountain 
Lakes Foundation’s Becker Best Event Saturday, 
April 11th.

Desert Fly Casters Club (DFC) and Arizona Fly-
casters Club (AFC) are teaming up to bring ac-
claimed author and fly fishing expert, Skip Morris 
to the valley for a special two-night event next 
month. Skip will be presenting to DFC on the 
evening of April 8th and to AFC the evening of 
April 9th. Both events are open to the public. 
Known to anglers worldwide, Skip Morris is 
among the most prolific of fly-fishing and fly-ty-
ing authors. Skip has published over 200 articles 
in magazines from Fly Fisherman to American 
Angler, and has authored or co-authored twelve 
books, including Fly Tying Made Clear and Sim-
ple, The Art of Tying the Bass Fly, Morris & Chan 
on Fly Fishing Trout Lakes, Concise Handbook of 
Fly Tying, and Fly Fisher’s Guide to Western River 

Hatches. His videos and DVD’s include tying 
nymphs, tying bass flies, tying and fishing flies 
for sea-run cutthroat trout. For three years, he 
was among the hosts of the “Fly-Fish Television 
Magazine” show. As a speaker and clinician, 
Skip is well-known as an entertaining, concise, 
and knowledgeable presenter, with a sly sense 
of humor and an easygoing manner.
Desert Fly Casters presents:
Skip Morris: Fishing the Surface of Trout Lakes
Date: Wednesday, April 8th, 2015
Time: 7:00 (Doors open at 6:00)
Location: Chandler Elks Lodge, 1775 West 
Chandler Blvd, Chandler, AZ 85224
This event is open to the public.
We’ll host a beefed-up Monthly Raffle and our 
2015 Membership Rod Raffle following the 
presentation.

Skip Morris Update
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Fly Tying Corner
Intermediate session on Wednesday, April 22, 2015  •  6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 

At: Gilbert Library (Corner of Greenfield and Guadalupe).
Carl Rutherford will be the Guest tying instructor for this session.  

March Flies of the Month
Ice Cream Cone
Hook: TMC 2302 #14(slightly humped        
shank, std. wire, 2xl
Head: white metal bead 2.0mm-5/64”
Rib: red copper wire small
Body: super floss black(stretch floss, etc.)
Thorax: tying thread

Chromie
Hook: Mustad C 49S #14 (caddis curved, 
std./1xs)
Thread: black 6/0 or 8/0
Gills: Uni-Stretch, White(white sparkle 
yarn, white antron, etc.)
Head: Black Metal Bead (use sharpie)
Rib: Red Holographic Flashabou or small 
red wire
Body: Silver Flashabou 
Thorax: Peacock Herl

Got questions??? Catch me, Bob Harrison at: Harrn7963@aol.

Nominate your favorite pattern for the May session, Remember the outing 
in June is in White Mountains. We will pick two of those submitted.
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I have fished the San Juan River with the DFC 
several times and each time have had had a 
good time. We have stayed at Abe’s or Fish-
heads and had two days of guided float trips. It 
usually costs around $550 per person. This in-
cludes 3 nights lodging and a dinner. You were 
on your own for your other expenses. Since I 
am almost as cheap as some Rocky Point vet-
erans( I know this is hard to believe for some), 
I would like to suggest an alternative or addi-
tional way to enjoy the San Juan.
     I believe you can fish the San Juan for 5 days 
wading and floating for less than it costs you 
for two days of guided float trips. 
     First, some preliminaries: The route to 
the river is straightforward. First go to Heber. 
Take 277 out of Heber. 8 miles out of Heber stay 
left to take 377 to Holbrook. Take I 40 to Gal-
lop. From Gallup take 491 north for about 60 
miles. You turn right at the sign for Durnham  
onto i 5. You will come to 371 where you turn 
north to go into Farmington and then to Na-
vaho Dam. It takes about 7 hours depending on 
your speed.
    Where to stay: RV parks. If you have an 
RV there are a few RV parks with full hookups. 
I like Archeuleta RV park the most. It is on the 
river, has grass and trees and is secluded. It 
opens in April. Then there is Abe’s, a small RV 
park across from Float’N Fish and Dam Site RV 
park. If you stay at Dam Site be sure to say hello 
to Alex for me. There are several State camping 
parks close by including Cottonwood (on the 
river) (which is closed presently). Not all spots 
have full hookups and make sure you get reser-
vations. These cost about $18 per night.
    Abe’s and Fishheads rooms are places you 
stay with your girl friends or wives if you don’t 
want them to come back. However, Abe’s has 
some newer units with kitchens than can sleep 
2-6 at ~$100-120. The Octagon Inn is a bed and 
breakfast that has several cheap room options 
including a room that sleeps 10. For my ‘Ritz 
Carlton wife’, I would have to choose the Soar-
ing Eagle Lodge (expensive) or the Microtel 
(not expensive) in Aztec (18 mi). Another pos-
sibility would be Ignacio Casino Resort about 
23km north in Colorado.
    Eating:  Abe’s, Fishheads and Sportsman’s 
Bar and Grill (now open with new owners, 
green chili burger still good) are about the only 
shows in town. Better yet, bring your own food 
and cook it. Larry G. has said there is an excel-
lent Chinese restaurant in Aztec.
  Ok. I think you can see that there are some 
options for keeping it cheap in staying near the 
San Juan River.
    Now the fishing. This is one of the best 
wading rivers I have seen in my limited expe-
rience. You can wade the entire river. The up-
per part is easier to access and wide open with 
many channels and places to stop and fish. It 

is easy to move from place to place here. It is 
about a mile long. I recommend a wading staff. 
Last time one of our members fell down walk-
ing across part of the river without a staff and 
really bruised himself. The first parking area is 
near the dam and is called something like BOR 
(maybe Bureau of Reclamation). Most people 
park at the Texas Hole parking lot and walk up. 
Above Texas Hole you are using size #22-24s 
with straight extra large eyes. Depending on 
the clarity of the water you will use either a 6x 
or 5x tippet.
   Then starting at Texas Hole down to the 
floating takeout, Crusher, the access is more 
difficult. There are 3 parking areas between 
these two where you can access the river. The 
whole river has a lot of trout, both Rainbow and 
Browns. I snag fish every day because of the 
numbers. Sight fishing is common. I have not 
been there when it was crowded and the fisher-
people are pretty friendly. The fishing changes 
every day. Some days the fish are all near the 
surface and some days you don’t see much sur-
face activity. The local fly shops are good at tell-
ing you what has been working. On the river, 
I have found the fisherpeople very forthcom-
ing with what is working that day. I sometimes 
will hire a wading guide the first day. It is $275 
for ½  day for two to show us good places to 
fish and tell us what is working. Usually, you 
will use larvae or pupae on the bottom in the 
morning. The princess was great this trip. Then 
when you see them rising try some emergers 
(RS2s in grey, chocolate or black) up higher in 
the water column. I often go to a dry (it has 
to be huge for me to see it) and an emerger. If 
they don’t take it, then, just when the fly is in 
the middle of some risers, I either slowly lift 
the rod or lift the rod and then let it down to 
mimic the emerger coming to the surface. This 
actually works well. 
   Below Texas Hole, your flies get bigger. If us-
ing larvae, pupa or emergers you are at #18-22. 
However, you will use streamers also. There 
are several streams that empty separately into 
Texas Hole. When the fish are rising, I stand 
right next to one of those streams using emerg-
ers and will catch fish continually for an hour. 
Then when they stop biting, I just change color 
and they start biting again. You can have fun 
wading this river for a week. But wait, there’s 
more!
   From Texas Hole there is about 3 miles of 
“quality water’ (catch and release only) to 
Crusher take out. Why not access this area with 
your pontoon boat? In the past we have just 
stayed at Texas Hole and fished in areas that 
you can’t reach wading by using our pontoon 
boats. We have also floated the whole way to 
Crusher. It will take about 2 hours to float it 
if you don’t fish. You can fish while gliding in 
your boat or you can stop at promising places 

and cast. It seems there is never enough time 
when I float the whole river. The depth varies 
but is generally deeper. If they are rising, I am 
shallow. Places such as 3 Islands, Lunker Alley, 
Baetis Bend and Death Row are great places to 
fish. You must go all the way down to Crush-
er to take out even though there are 3 access 
places along the way. The access is for waders. 
I cannot see anyone easily taking their pontoon 
out there and carrying them up to their truck. 
There are several rapids that can be easily gone 
through in your boats. These you go through 
using your oars facing forward. This is fun and 
a bonus part. In addition, there are some areas, 
especially below Simon Point where the current 
is fast. It is not a good idea to fish from your 
boat there while moving down the river. If you 
get caught on bottom with your line while fish-
ing from your boat, you can’t row back to get 
your fly, even with 7 foot oars (I learned the 
hard way.). It is fine to beach your boat and 
wade here. Expect to rub your boats on the bot-
tom no matter how good you are. I have seen no 
damage since we have been doing it. An anchor 
is helpful but is optional. If you have two ve-
hicles, the cheapest way is to park one in Texas 
Hole and Crusher at $5 each. Or you can pay a 
‘mover’ to relocate it to Crusher for $10. Their 
numbers are in the fly shops but every time we 
launched our boats we were approached by a 
‘mover’.
    This is what I enjoy about doing the San Juan 
on my own and on the cheap. I am figuring out 
what works and deciding where to fish rather 
than having the fly put on, the depth adjusted 
for me and told where to cast. I am probably 
catching less fish, but I am enjoying it more and 
fishing more days for the same price. Bringing 
your own food, camping, staying in an RV or 
renting a cheap room with others can cost as 
little as $300(plus gas) for a full week of fishing 
on a great river. And no tipping.
   The fishing license is $30 for 5 days or$60 
for a year. It is good from April 1 till the end 
of March. Parking is $5 per day or $40-45 per 
year. This pass is like our Arizona fishing li-
cense, good one year from when you by it. Buy 
this at the ranger station just above the dam.

I would be happy to answer any questions.

Catch me, Carl at:
carlruthe@gmail.com

Doing the San Juan (cheaply)                             with Carl Rutherford
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by
Vince
Deadmond
Vince Deadmond, 
"The Fly Fishing 
Hardware Guy", is 
co-owner of Best 
Hardware in Apache 
Junction, AZ.  He 
is an enthusiastic, 
caffeniated, fly 
fisher in search of a 
really good cookie.  
His fly fishing stories 
are published on 
the web, in local 
newspapers and 
magazines.  His 
stories tangle fam-
ily, friends, and fly 
lines.

landing nets, pontoon boats with oars, it makes an 
impressive pile of gear on the beach when we get 
ready to fish.     
   When we returned to camp at the Playa de Oro 
RV Park we got busy cleaning fish, and making din-
ner preparations.  We exchanged pleasantries with 
other residents of the RV Park, and invited some to 
join us for our grilled fish dinner.  We would have 
invited Dewy to dinner, but he already had guests.  
Dewy has usually tried all the new restaurants in 
town, and if there are any coupon deals available he 
usually has some extras.  We did a a variation of the 
shore lunch menu.  We fried up some thinly sliced 
potatoes, grilled some red onions, and Anaheim 
Chillies in a white wine and butter sauce.  Our 
friend Juan made up a ceviche mix that I poured 
over the fish filets for about 5 minutes.  Then onto 
the grill, covered with foil, for another 5 minutes, 
don’t over cook your fish.  We had some cold slaw, 
and we were all happy full campers.
    Sunday we picked up some shrimp, some phar-
macy items, and headed home.  My friend Earl had 
ask me to pick up Figral at the pharmacy, I was not 
familiar with the product.  When we got close to 
Apache Junction, where Earl lives on a small ranch, 
we gave him a call.  No one home, so we placed his 
order on the door step.  Later I get a call from Earl.  
It turns out that Figral is Mexican Viagra, and when 
Earl’s pigmy billy goat Rufus got into it, things re-
ally got interesting in the barnyard.  The ducks are 
still quacking.  Be careful what you ask for.  
Vince Deadmond “The Fly Fishing Hardware Guy” 
can be reached at Best Hardware 237 N Apache 
Trail Apache Junction, AZ vince@ajbest.com and 
at 480 982 7461.

pend enough time in Puerto Penasco, 
Mexico and friends will ask you for a 
favor, “Please pick up . . . some shrimp, 

pharmacy items, trinkets, etc.” I do it all the 
time.  My main objective is to have a good fly fish-
ing trip, and not spend much money.  On a recent 
spring break visit to Rocky Point I went with two 
other frugal souls, Dave Weaver and Joe Staller.  
We arrived on a Thursday afternoon, enjoyed din-
ner at the Satisfied Frog, and for the next couple 
of days we fished, ate out, fixed a few meals at the 
RV Park, and generally lived large.  Our expenses, 
for our good time,  was a modest $140 each for 
lodging, meals, drinks, and gas.  Our last morning 
we had an ocean view breakfast on the patio of the 
Maria Bonita.  I have always found Rocky Point 
a good value, but you can’t stay home that cheap!  
Come on down to Puerto Penasco, Mexico.
    Friday we fished La Pinta, the Second Estuary, 
we caught the outgoing tide and fished  across to 
the Mayan Palace back beach.  We caught Orange 
Mouth Corvina, Bone Fish, Flounder, Cabrilla, 
and Grouper.  We were catching enough fish to 
be selective, and keep the nicest four of the 18-20 
inch Orange Mouth Corvina.  Fly fishers are a cu-
rious lot, I think we all have a borderline case of 
compulsive hoarding disorder when it comes to fly 
fishing gear.  We spend a lifetime acquiring gear, 
and we are reluctant to leave any of it behind.  I 
recently downsized my large SUV to a small Ford 
Escape.  When we arrive at the beach it looks like 
the circus car gag where an unrealistic amount of 
gear and clowns come out of the small car.  Some 
assembly is required.  Six 9 foot fly rods, more reels 
than we can use at one time, boxes of flies, flippers, 
boots, personal flotation devices, food, drinks, fish 

BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU ASK FOR...
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See ya Wednesday...

April 8, 2015

APRIL OUTINGS
Becker Lake

April 10 thru 12, 2015
Host: Joe Staller 

joseph.staller@freescale.com / joestaller@yahoo.com

APRIL/MAY OUTINGS
Tiger Muskie • Bluewater, NM

April 30-May 4, 2015
Host: Vince Deadmond • vddeadmond@msn.com

MAY OUTINGS
The Rim, Ponderosa Campground

May 14-17, 2015
Host: Joe Staller  

joseph.staller@freescale.com / joestaller@yahoo.com

Conservation Quick Update
Canyon Creek
Canyon Creek Stream Restoration Work has been progressing well under the guidance of AZGFD's Curt Gill 
and Jake Jaeger.  
They have asked for Volunteers to help with planting Grass Plugs on the streamsides sometime in Mid May, 
specific date to be decided and announce sometime around the end of April.  Watch the May 2015 DFC 
Newsletter, and the DFC Website for those dates, and the chance to continue helping on this Great Project.  
Pictures planned for the May DFC Newsletter, and more work will be done by AZGFD on the stream next 
winter.
Haigler Creek
The Tonto National Forest has issued a project scoping letter on the proposed Haigler Creek Gila Trout resto-
ration Project.  Already approved AZGFD stream restoration work on Haigler is hoped to start next winter.
Joe Miller
DFC Conservation Co-Chair
jam@prairietriz.com




